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 Your Excellency Ms. Minister,  
 Your Excellency Mr. Ambassador,  
 Honorable Delegates of Ministries, Agencies and Organizations of the 

Republic of Kenya and Greece, 
 Dear Representatives of Tourism Operators, Business Associations 

and Chambers,  
 Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

 

I would like to welcome you to Greece, the cradle of Democracy, Hospitality and 

Culture. 

 

I also hope you were able to enjoy the Greek hospitality and the Greek culture, 

over your short stay in Athens.  

  

The diplomatic relations between Greece and Kenya have been excellent.  

 

Today's Forum comes as  a  continuation  of  the  very  successful 1st Greek 

Multisectoral Investment & Entrepreneurial Delegation, held in Nairobi in early 

September, with the participation of over 50 of the largest enterprises, from the 

entire range of Greek industry and production. 

 

The two countries launched a channel of communication, in the commercial sector 

and in particular, on the hosting and positioning of Greek products in the Kenyan 

market.  

 

One of the main issues of tourism today, is to attract both visitors and tourism 

investors.  
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The investment environment is favourable for both Greeks and foreigners, to invest 

in key sectors. We encourage Greek enterprises to operate abroad and also 

foreign ones to invest in our country,  through funded programs. 

I am confident that through this Forum, Greek entrepreneurs in tourism will have 

the opportunity, to be informed thoroughly on the possibilities and opportunities for 

cooperation in the field of Tourism Investments, in promoting tourism in Kenya, as 

well as in attracting high-income tourists from East Africa to Greece. 

 

Kenya is an emerging tourist destination, located in the center of economic interest 

in the growing market of East Africa of 140 million inhabitants.  

 

With a dynamic market of 40 million inhabitants, is a country with stable growth 

rates, above 4 % in recent years. 

 

Kenyans seem to be looking for new destinations and high level accommodation, 

services and entertainment. 

 

We, as Ministry of Tourism, lay particular attention to this perspective, by 

attempting, through joint initiatives such as this, to strengthen in practice, the 

mutual development cooperation, between the two countries. 

At the Greek Ministry of Tourism, we are determined, within this crisis, to work 

efficiently and consistently, to reverse this negative climate, to regain the 

reliability of our country and proceed, with the necessary reforms, in order to 

ensure the development and relaunch of the Greek economy.  

The current national strategic plan, of the Greek tourism is based on four major 

axes, namely  

 Developing a contemporary institutional framework for tourism and the 

special and alternative forms of tourism     (for example cultural 

tourism, religious tourism, luxury tourism, touring and trekking, 

maritime tourism, medical tourism, athletic tourism and conference 

tourism); 

 

 Strengthening entrepreneurship, through ease of investments,   

 

 Quality assurance in infrastructure and tourism services;  

 

 Investment in human resources.  

 

Through the new legislative framework voted recently, Law 4179/2013, we 

simplified the procedures for tourism entrepreneurship. 
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Allow me to briefly quote the main points: 

 

 We promoted operational integration of hotel lodgings 

 We enacted the Organized Receptors of Tourist Activities 

 We developed new tourism products,                                     

           i.e the CONDO HOTELS and the Youth Hostels 

 We upgraded the authorization process of tourist ports  

 We promoted thematic and alternative forms of tourism       

           such as:  Health and Wellness tourism, Ecotourism, Maritime - Cruise      

           tourism, Sports tourism, Culinary tourism etc. 

 We further enhance Greek presence through the establishment of 

Tourism Representatives in every Greek Embassy 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Tourism is a key pillar not only for the Kenyan economy, but also for Greece.  

 

Both Greece and Kenya are major global tourist destinations and we can share and 

exchange best practices and experiences, in the field of tourism.  

 

Greece and Kenya, are working together in order to strengthen bilateral economic 

and commercial relations, as well as cultural and tourism cooperation. 

 

In the framework of our cooperation, Greece may provide any information, on 

tourism legislation as well as expertise, from our experience in the European 

Union. 

 

We are confident that through certain steps and policies, this cooperation can be 

expanded further in the coming years aiming at: 

 

 Facilitation on the current tourist flows, between the two countries, 

through training and exchange of information of tour operators in order to 

estimate properly, the needs of each market. 

 Encouragement of mutual tourism promotion in exhibitions and a better 

understanding of history and culture. 

 Mutual facilitation on Kenyan and Greek investments in tourism 

sectors,i.e. luxury hotel lodgings etc 

 Promotion of issues of Tourism Education and Training  
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I believe that this Forum, will contribute to strengthening the extroversion of Greek 

Tourism and the bilateral relations of friendship and cooperation, between Greece 

and Kenya. 

 

I would like to welcome you once again, confident about the positive results that 

will come out of your visit here and wish you a pleasant stay in Athens, the capital 

of Greece. 

 

 

Thank you very much for your attention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


