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SPEECH BY MRS. PHYLLIS J. KANDIE, CABINET SECRETARY 

FOR EAST AFRICAN AFFAIRS, COMMERCE AND TOURISM  

DURING BUSINESS AND INVESTMENT COOPERATION FORUM 

AT THE HOTEL INTER-CONTINENTAL: ATHENS, FRIDAY, 8
TH

 

NOVEMBER, 2013. 

 

H.E. MRS OLGA KEFALOGIANNI, MINISTER FOR TOURISM, 

HELLENIC REPUBLIC 

 

H.E. MRS. JOSEPHINE GAITA, AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC 

OF KENYA TO ITALY, ACCREDITED TO GREECE 

 

MRS. VICKY PANTAZOPOULOU, HON. CONSUL OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF KENYA TO GREECE 

 

THE HONORABLE BUSINESS FRATERNITY 

DISTINGUISHED PARTICIPANTS 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 

 

With great honour and gratitude, I want to thank the Minister and the entire 

Hellenic people for the great hospitality and warm reception my delegation 

has been accorded since arrival in Greece. I now fully understand why Greece 

attracts such large numbers of tourists each year. I am already thinking of a 

repeat journey back here to have more time to sample your historic tourist 

attraction sites while enjoying the hospitality which is a hallmark of the Greek 

experience. We have a lot to learn from you. 

 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 

While I consider Greeks as partner in the development and custodians of 

world heritage that translates into tourism products, I may take the single 

honour to just brief you on this heritage which is the Kenyan tourism market.  

Kenya is endowed with unique combination of tourist attractions comprising 

of tropical beaches, abundant wildlife in natural habitat, scenic beauty, and 

legendary heroes that form the fodder for cultural tourism. We are only a 

trustee to these gifts of nature for the entire mankind to visit, enjoy and 

appreciate. The Greeks are equally and specially welcome to exploit their part. 

Currently Kenya is emerging as a preferred centre for meetings, conventions, 

and exhibitions in Africa. International organizations enjoy the destination for 

their conferences, meetings or conventions. Multinational companies prefer 

flying their annual general meetings to the Kenyan coast where they end up 

with a holiday and bonding experiences of a life time. The Greeks could 

sample these experiences too and watch their business profits soar up to 

unimaginable levels in subsequent years!  Basically, the varied products that 
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you may enjoy in Kenya include cultural tourism, meetings, conventions, 

safari, health and medical tourism; beach sunbathing, cruise, sports and agro-

tourism among others. The products are thus varied and tailored to meet 

individual demand. 

 

HON. MINISTER, DISTINGUISHED PARTICIPANTS 

Using the famous adage: I came, I saw, I conquered, please come to Kenya: 

tour, trade and invest.  There are several areas of investment opportunities in 

the tourism and hospitality industry in the country which has just been 

unveiled by the devolved system of governance. Each of the forty seven (47) 

counties in the country boasts of one or more tourism products that offer 

investment opportunity. Although the technical team in my delegation will go 

into details with you during the business meetings, I may only mention a few 

in general. Kenya is looking for partners to invest in the niche tourism 

products such as development of high quality conference and convention 

hotels and centers, eco-lodges, cruise tourism facilities, marina and other 

water sport facilities along the Kenyan coast and Lake Victoria as well as 

participation in the development of resort cities in eastern and coastal parts of 

Kenya.  

 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 

I highly appreciate your mature and well developed tourism products which 

belies our urge for enhanced collaboration in this industry. We look forward 

to having your tourism training institutions working together with the Kenyan 

counterparts to help develop quality products and human capital that can meet 

the demands of a 21
st
 century tourist. Investors in this area can also partner 

with our tourism funding agency to develop bankable projects that can be 

implemented in the hotel and hospitality industry across the country.  

 

HONORABLE MINISTER LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 

In conclusion, I take the leave to appreciate the import of this meeting as a 

special opportunity for our two countries to seriously engage in exchange 

tourism activities in areas of visits, collaboration in training, investments and 

tour operation business sharing. I also want to wish the delegates result-

oriented meetings with their Greek counterparts in order to generate 

meaningful outcome of the visit.  

 

With these remarks, I thank you and God bless you. 

 

 


